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Wh en  Jo sep h  M i l o ,  a  CS L  r es i d en t  an d  acco m pl i sh ed  co n d u c to r ,  com p o ser  an d 
p i an i s t ,  s t r u ck  u p  a  casu a l  co n ver sa t i o n  w i th  h i s  do o r m an ,  h e  w as  su r p r i sed  to 
f i n d  ou t  th a t  th e  m an  w as  o n ce  an  acco m p l i sh ed  ce l l i s t  in  a  ma jo r  Ru ss i an 
sym p h o n y  o r ch es t r a .  I t  w as  th e  b eg i n n i n g  o f  w ha t  w o ul d  so o n  b eco m e th e 
M u s i c i an s  o f  th e  Wo r l d  S ym p h o n y  O r ch es t r a .  Wh en  h e  l a te r  m et  a  p i zz a 
d e l i ve r ym an  w h o h ad  b een  a  v i o l i n i s t  i n  a  Ro m an i an  o r ch es t r a ,  h e  ju s t  kn ew  h e 
h ad  to  d o  so m eth i n g .  

I m ag i ne  s t udy i n g  and  t r a i n i ng  f o r  ye a rs  and  yea rs  t o  pe r f ec t  you r  s k i l l s  as  a 
m us ic i an ,  on l y  t o  i m m ig ra t e  t o  ano t he r  coun t r y  and  hav e  to  r es o r t  t o  m en i a l  " s u r v i v a l "  
j obs  t o  m ak e  ends  m eet .  T h i s  i s  no t h i ng  new ,  and  Lo rd  k nows ,  we ' v e  a l l  m et  c abb i es 
and  depanneu r  owne rs  who  a re  s o  ov e rqua l i f i ed  and  s o  ov e rs k i l l ed  t o  be  beh i nd  t he 
whee l  o f  a  c a r  o r  s tand i ng  beh i nd  a  c as h  reg i s t e r  t ha t  i t  m ak es  m e  em bar ras s ed  f o r  m y  
c oun t r y  and  i t s  i nab i l i t y  t o  p rope r l y  and  f a i r l y  u t i l i ze  t hes e  b r i gh t ,  ha rd - wo rk i ng ,  h i gh l y  
s k i l l ed  wo rk e rs .  

I f  t he re ' s  one  t h i ng  I  r es pond  t o  t he  m os t ,  i t ' s  pas s i on .  W hen  I  m ee t  peop l e  who  a re 
i m m ers ed  i n  a  c ha l l enge ,  ba t t l i ng  aga i ns t  a  m yr i ad  o f  obs t ac l es  t o  m ak e  t h i ngs  be t t e r ,  I  
r eac t  qu i c k l y ,  and  i t ' s  us ua l l y  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  " how  c an  I  he l p? "  

W hen  Luc y  Rav i nsk y ,  s ha red  t he  s t o r y  o f  MW SO  w i t h  m e ,  wh i c h  s he  c o - f ounded  w i t h 
hus band  J os eph  M i l o ,  I  was  s t unned  t ha t  t he y  hav en ' t  r ec e iv ed  m ore  gov e rnm en t  
s uppo r t  and  a re  s t r ugg l i ng  t o  f i nd  t he  f unds  t o  c on t i nue  ope ra t i ng .  I  c an  t h i nk  o f  no 
be t t e r  t ang i b l e  ex am p l e  o f  how  i n t eg ra t i on  i dea l l y  s hou l d  wo rk  and  how  t o  bes t  pu t  
s k i l l ed  i m m ig ran t s  ( i n  t h i s  c as e  m us ic i ans )  t o  wo rk  i n  t he i r  r es pec t i v e  f i e l d .  

" F ac ed  w i t h  a  l oom i ng  l abou r  s ho r t age  as  t he  b i r t h ra t e  f a l l s ,  Canada  sc ou rs  t he  wo r l d  
f o r  s k i l l ed  wo rk e rs  ev e ry  yea r  –  we  woo  t hem ,  t es t  t hem ,  cha rge  t hem  a  l o t  o f  m one y  
and  then  choos e  t he  bes t  o f  t he  c rop .  So  wh y ,  a f t e r  t hes e  p ro f es s i ona l s  and 
t r ades peop l e  ge t  he re ,  do  we  ro l l  ou t  t he  red  t ape  and  no t  t he  red  c a rpe t ? "  (G l obe  and  
M a i l ,  J anua ry  8 ,  2003 ) .  W hy,  i ndeed !  

MW SO  is  t he  f i r s t  o r c hes t ra  o f  i t s  k i nd  i n  Canada  and  o f f e r s  em p l oym en t  t o  ov e r  55 
m us ic i ans  f r om  16  c oun t r i es .  A l l  o f  a  s udden ,  c l ass i c a l l y  t r a i ned  m us ic i ans  f r om  Ch i na ,  
A rm en i a ,  Rus s i a ,  K o rea  and  the  M i dd l e  E as t ,  had  t he  oppo r t un i t y  t o  t ap  i n t o  t he i r  
po t en t i a l  and  s ha re  t he  g i f t  o f  m us i c  w i t h  an  aud i enc e ;  t o  r ec l a i m  a  d ream  t ha t  m any  o f  
t hem  had  p robab l y  t hough t  was  l ong  l os t .  

" M us ic  i s  m y  re f uge "  M aya  Ange l ou  onc e  s a i d .  B u t  t o  a  c l as s i c a l l y  t r a i ned  m us i c i an  who 
d ream s  o f  pe r f o rm i ng ,  m us ic  i s  t he i r  sa l v a t i on ,  t he i r  c a l l i ng ,  t he i r  r eas on  fo r  l i v i ng .  
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I m ag i ne  no t  be i ng  ab l e  t o  s ha re  t ha t  g i f t  bec aus e  c i rc um s t anc es  hav e  f o rc ed  you  t o 
i m m ig ra t e  t o  ano t he r  coun t r y  wh i c h  j us t  does n ' t  seem  to  be  ab l e  t o  f i gu re  ou t  how  to  
hav e  the  k now- how  and / o r  t he  w i l l i ngnes s  t o  bes t  i n t eg ra t e  yo u  as  an  ac c ep t ed  and 
us e f u l  m em ber  o f  i t s  s oc i e t y .  

T h ree  yea rs  l a t e r  and  ov e r  20  phenom ena l  and  c r i t i c a l l y  acc l a i m ed  pe r f o rm anc es 
t hey ' r e  s t i l l  s c ram b l i ng  t o  f i nd  a  wa y  t o  k eep  t he  o r c hes t ra  a l i v e .  I t ' s  am az i ng  t ha t  s uc h 
a  succ es s  s t o r y ,  suc h  a  c e l eb ra t i on  o f  M on t rea l ' s  m u l t i c u l t u r i s m  has  no t  been  m e t  w i t h 
m o re  suppo r t  on  a l l  l e v e l s .  B u t  t he re ' s  s t i l l  hope .  Con t ac t  l uc y r@s ym pa t i c o . c a  i f  yo u 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  he l p .  I n  any  c apac i t y .  
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